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One of the most difficult problems | face when
teaching a drama course is how to select a suitable
play or musical, one which will (a) interest and stimulate
the children, (b) one which will hold the interest of the more confident
English speaking pupils, whilst at the same time provide the less able
with enough to do and maintain their interest.

The American musical "The Wizard of Oz" was chosen in this year.
| simplified this drama to a 15-20 minutes performance. As the musical
is set in a fantasy land, scenery and costumes were made relatively
simply. The school is fortunate in having a super band of talented
mothers, who not only made the costumes, but also created the 'Yellow
Brick Road'. Having worked for more than twenty-five years in and
around the professional theatre world, | must say that the work produced
by the mothers was of a very high standard, and was as visually appealing
as the movie or stage versions. | have also been supported by the
school's English, Music and Art teachers, for which | am very grateful.

"The Wizard of Oz" enables pupils to work as a team, to express
themselves both physically and orally as animals, people from another
land, Wizards, Witches and the more formal speakers: the Narrators.
It offers a range of contexts and roles which allow our young learners
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to actively engage in 'communication with a purpose'. Our pupils have wonderful
imagination, and when they assume the role of the characters in a musical, they tend
to forget themselves, and lose their shyness and resistance to speaking a foreign language.

All the various drama skills, such as pronunciation, facial expression and physical
movement, were incorporated into the rehearsals from an early stage. The first two drama
sessions did not involve "The Wizard of Oz" at all. Instead pupils practiced English and
drama skills through drama games. The games encouraged everyone to participate, and
gradually their spoken English gained confidence, and gestures became clearer and
more appropriate. Pupils often feel inhibited when asked to add facial expression and
gesture to their reading, they feel that pressure is on them to learn their 'lines', and this
becomes their main focus. It is therefore important to emphasis the importance of the
'acting' element early on in the rehearsal stage, encouraging pupils to give a ‘rounded’
performance.

One way to measure the success of an English Drama course is to listen to how the
pupils not only learn their own words, but also other favorite characters! Sometimes, in
rehearsal, they can be heard whispering the words of another classmate! This is
encouraging, and in recent rehearsals | have invited some of the more extrovert students
to demonstrate how they might say a particular word or phrase, helping the shyer class
members.

| hope you enjoyed our pupil's performance. | certainly found it a rewarding experience,
and believe the students gained confidence, learned how to work as a team, and had
fun during the process!
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